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Composite   
Here   we   will   go   through   crea�ng   a   composite   Layout,   and   then   producing   a   composite   product   from   
this   Layout.   

Crea�ng   Composite   Layout   
Open   a   new   Layout   in   Layout   Designer   and   add   a   ‘Grid’   to   the   Layout.   

  



  

A�er   crea�ng   your   grid   the   above   Grid   Layout   wizard   will   appear.   

● Select   the   number   of   rows   and   columns   you   require   and   the   spacing   between   them   
● Select   how   you   want   the   grid   to   be   populated,   row   by   row   or   column   by   column   
● Select   how   the   last   row   will   appear   if   not   all   the   cells   are   populated   (There   are   examples   

below)   
● Select   the   cell   type,   with   or   without   text   

Most   of   these   op�ons   can   be   adjusted   a�erwards   using   the   proper�es   panel.   

  

  

  

A   photograph   placeholder   is   added   automa�cally   (If   you   select   templates   1-4)     



  

The   size   of   the   placeholder   and   text   op�on   can   be   changed   by   clicking   the   pencil   icon   in   the   top   right   
corner   

  

To   edit   the   text:     

● Click    the   pencil   icon   
● Double   click   the   text   area   
● To   delete   text   click   x   
● Click   +   to   access   dynamic   text,   e.g.   pupil   names,   class,   school   etc.   

  

  

  

  

  



  

The   final   composite   layout   for   this   example   looks   like   this:   

  

Irregular   Grid   Composites   
Use   the   irregular   grid   bu�on   to   apply   an   irregular   grid   to   your   composite.   

  

  



  

● Turn   the   irregular   grid   on   with   the   slider   bu�on.   

  

● Move   the   two   sliders   to   automa�cally   make   the   nodes   irregular   

  



  

● Alterna�vely   you   can   manually   move   each   node   into   the   posi�on   you   require,   including   
rota�on   by   using   the   top   spot   handle. 

  



  

Class   1   Rendered   output   

  

Proceed   through   the   following   steps   within   MaxLab   Edit   screen   to   generate   a   composite   product   and   
send   it   for   fulfilment.   

  

Producing   a   Composite   Product   
In   MaxLab   Client,   open   a   collec�on   of   Images.   

Proceed   through   the   following   steps   within   MaxLab   Edit   screen   to   generate   a   composite   product   and   
send   it   for   fulfilment.   

1. Group   the   Images   
a. This   can   be   based   on   Data,   in   my   example   I   have   grouped   on   ‘Class’   to   generate   class   

composite   products,   I   have   two   classes.   
b. or   manually   using   the   default   keybinding   SHIFT+G   

2. Select   the   Images   you   want   to   be   included   in   the   composite   product,   and   assign   the   
composite   product   using   the   side   panel   ‘Products’   tab   

3. Once   the   product   is   assigned,   ensure   you   have   all   of   the   Images   selected   that   you   want   to   be   
used   in   the   product,   and   hit   ‘Send’   in   the   Menu   bar   or   F8,   choose   the   device   you   want   to   
send   the   product   to.   



  

  

A�er   these   steps,   your   product   should   be   sent   to   fulfilment   -   in   Produc�on   Agent   (that   runs   the   
device   you   sent   the   batch   to   in   the   previous   step)   you   should   see   the   batch   be   fulfilled.   

The   Agent   will   show   a   thumbnail   of   the   rendered   product   as   seen   below   

  

For   this   example,   I   have   used   the   RenderToFile   device,   below   are   the   rendered   files   to   conclude   this   
sec�on.     

Using   Pages   -   To   Make   Layouts   with   a   Variable   Number   of   Images.   
  

Pages   can   be   used   for   making   layouts   with   a   variable   number   of   images.   Composites   without   
mul�ple   pages   can   have   a   grid   which   does   not   need   every   cell   filled,   therefore   it   can   have   a   flexible   
number   of   cells,   but   using   the   pages   tab   you   can   make   the   range   larger.   

● You   can   specify   different   pages   for   a   different   number   of   images.   
● You   can   specify   that   each   page   has   a   RANGE   of   numbers   of   images.   



  

How   it   works   
You   will   need   to   go   to   the   pages   tab   on   the   right   proper�es   bar. 

  

Here   we   can   duplicate   a   page   by   clicking   here   .   This   will   only   give   us   a   duplicate   page,   it   does   
not   make   it   work   as   a   variable   cell   quan�ty.   You   can   add   a   blank   page   by   clicking   the   +   

We   can   define   the   target   number   of   images   for   each   page   using   {n}   nota�ons   eg.   {22-25}   to   be   used  
for   a   range   of   numbers   of   images   or   {22}   if   you   want   it   to   be   used   for   a   single   number   of   images.   

By   then   clicking   on   each   page   we   can   make   changes   to   grid   size   giving   us   different   cell   numbers   for   
that   page   and   this   will   only   be   changed   for   this   page,   other   pages   will   remain   the   same.   It   is   good   
prac�se   to   get   everything   correct   on   the   first   page   before   duplica�on,   eg.   backgrounds   and   text   as   
they   will   then   be   the   same   for   all   pages.   Example   below:   

  

  

  

  



  

Class   1   Rendered   output   

  

Rota�onal   Composite  
Here   we   will   go   through   crea�ng   a   composite   Layout,   and   then   producing   a   composite   product   from   
this   Layout.   

Crea�ng   Rota�onal   Composite   Layout   
Open   a   new   Layout   in   Layout   Designer   and   add   a   ‘Grid’   to   the   Layout,   the   same   as   before   

  

Click   on   the     in   the   top   le�   will   open   the   grid   edit   screen   -   here   you   can   select   some   cells   to   
‘Block’   out   -   block   out   some   of   the   middle   cells,   so   we   can   place   a   different   image   here.   Once   done,   
click   the   �ck   at   the   top   of   the   grid   design   item.   

  



  

  

  

With   the   grid   toggled   off,   add   a   new   Photograph   placeholder   item,   and   place   it   in   the   sec�on   le�   
empty   where   we   blocked   out   the   cells.     

TIP   -   The   rota�onal   node   needs   to   *NOT*   be   associated   with   the   Grid,   an   easy   way   to   check   if   to   use   
the   ‘PageItems’   panel   it   should   list   both   the   ‘Grid’   and   the   ‘Photograph’   at   the   top   level.   See   
screenshot   below.   



  

  

  

Now   save   this   to   MaxLab,   and   we   will   con�nue   and   produce   this   from   within   MaxLab.   

Producing   a   Rota�onal   Composite   Product   
In   MaxLab   Client,   open   a   collec�on   of   Images.   

Proceed   through   the   following   steps   within   MaxLab   Edit   screen   to   generate   a   rota�onal   composite   
product   and   send   it   for   fulfilment.   

1. Group   the   Images   
a. This   can   be   based   on   Data,   in   my   example   I   have   grouped   on   ‘Class’   to   generate   class   

composite   products,   I   have   two   classes.   
b. or   manually   using   the   default   keybinding   SHIFT+G   

2. Select   the   Images   you   want   to   be   included   in   the   composite   product,   and   assign   the   
composite   product   using   the   side   panel   ‘Products’   tab   

3. Once   the   product   is   assigned,   ensure   you   have   all   of   the   Images   selected   that   you   want   to   be   
used   in   the   product,   and   hit   ‘Send’   in   the   Menu   bar   or   F8,   choose   the   device   you   want   to   
send   the   product   to.   



  

  

A�er   these   steps,   your   product   should   be   sent   to   fulfilment   -   in   Produc�on   Agent   (that   runs   the   
device   you   sent   the   batch   to   in   the   previous   step)   you   should   see   the   batch   be   fulfilled.   

The   Agent   will   show   a   thumbnail   of   the   rendered   product   as   seen   below   

  

Here   you   can   see   that   N   products   are   created,   where   N   is   the   number   of   Images   in   the   group   ( and   
below   that   of   the   number   of   available   cells   in   the   grid )   -   In   my   example,   26   products   were   created   -   
13   for   Class   1   and   13   for   Class   2.   



  

Rendered   Output:   

  

  



  

Other   Examples   
With   Group   

  



  

With   Masks   

  



  

With   Black   &   White   Filter   

  

Document   Revisions   

  

Rev   Date   By   Notes   

1   2019-04-08   maxj   created   quick   guide   

2   2020-02-18   jk   Updates   for   MaxLab   

3   2020-12-23   JC   Updates   to   Grids   

4   2021-3-22   JC   Added   irregular   grids   and   new   placeholder   

        


